Mr. HUMPHREY NEAME said he had a similar case which he had been watching for three years. Definite improvement had occurred in the sense that as the child grew it became possible to obtain the movement of abduction in each eye to some extent. Whether that was due to improvement in the muscle, or to improvement in the child's response, he was unable to say.
Mr. AFFLECK GREEVES said he had operated in a case of absence of both internal recti. The eyes of the patient were permanently abducted, and there was no adduction whatever. He had tenotomized both external recti and explored the site of the internal muscles; there was no real muscle present, only fibrous bands, and these he had advanced. Both eyes were now straight, but there was no adduction. The appearance of the child had been thereby much improved, as the eyes were now in the primary position. The age at the time of operation was 1 year.
Mr. ERNEST CLARKE (President) said it was a mistake to speak definitely of this case as one of paralysis. One could not be sure that it was not congenital maldevelopment of the external recti.
Mr. TREACHER COLLINS said he was familiar with cases of congenital defects in the extra-ocular muscles. Mr. Lawford had written a paper on the subject many years ago (Trans. Ophth. Soc., 1888, vii, 262) , quoting some Continental observations (D. G. Henck's Klinische Monats. f. Augenheilk., July, 1879) based upon dissections. Instead of muscle fibre, fibrous tissue had developed in some of these cases. He himself had had a case of the kind, in which he had attempted operation to advance the muscle, but he had found only fibrous tissue, of which little could be seized.
Retinitis Punctata Albescens.
By CYRIL WALKER, F.R.C.S. Miss D. P., aged 33, first seen by me nineteen years ago. I do not think the appearance has altered since I first saw the case. Roughly, the field of vision is normal. I do not think there is any defect such as is usual in retinitis pigmentosa, but possibly careful testing might reveal some colour defect. There is no consanguinity, nor any history of familial defect. Vision for form is not affected, but there is well marked night blindness, which was first noticed when she was about five or six years old, and has not varied. The white dots are all in the dqeper layers of the retina; in a very few instances two have coalesced to form a dumb-bell. There are none at the macula, but with that exception the whole of the fundus is studded with them.
I should be glad of suggestions as to investigation of cases with a view to estimating the degree of night blindness. Also as to the degree of improvement likely to follow dark adaptation.
Drawings of Fundus Oculi illustrating Dilatation of
Blood-vessels.
By RAYNER BATTEN, M.D.
Mr. RAYNER BATTEN showed a series of fundus pictures depicting dilatation, enlargement, or tortuosity of the blood-vessels of the eye, in both normal and pathological states.
